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The results of ACCA’s fifth annual salary 

survey have now been published. Carried 
out in partnership with Premier Financial 
Recruitment, just under 3,000 members, 
affiliates and students responded to the survey, 
a response rate of 23 per cent. The survey was 
carried out by e-mail in July 2008.

Forty per cent of respondents saw their 
salaries increase by more than six per cent, 
with a further 24 per cent reporting increases 
in the range of four to five per cent. A year one 
student in public practice can expect to earn 
an average of €19k (12 per cent increase on 
2007). A new member in practice can expect 
to earn on average €43k (€40k in 2007) 
while the top salary for a partner in practice is 
reported as €400k (Dublin based) an increase 
of 33 per cent on 2007. 

Financial services top the pay rates for 
year one students with an average salary of 
€33k and, also, for new members with an 
average salary of €55k. The maximum salary 
reported for a city-based financial director has 
increased significantly to €500k, a 25 per cent 
increase from the last survey. Although the 
range in towns and rural locations may differ, 
the average salary is similar in all locations.

However, perhaps the most interesting 
results from the survey lie with the non-salary 
questions.  In response to the question “Are 
you satisfied with your choice of accounting as 
a career?” Ninety-three per cent of respondents 
answered positively, a huge endorsement 
of the profession overall. Furthermore, 91 
per cent of those polled believe the ACCA 
qualification to be equally or more beneficial 
to career development than other accountancy 
qualifications.

The importance of work-life balance also is 
very evident in the survey with 39 per cent of 
respondents having flexible hours of work and 
21 per cent allowed to work at home for at 
least part of the working week. Interestingly, 
55 per cent of those polled would consider 
reducing their salary for a better work-life 
balance.

Full survey results available at 
www.accaglobal.com/iss08
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survey
Carried out in July 2008, ACCA’s fifth annual salary survey reveals a largely 
optimistic profession reaping the rewards of above average pay increases 

salaryACCA 2008

Key results:

l	 93 per cent happy with their choice of  career
l 	 new member salaries increase by 7.5 per cent 
l 	 financial services the best paying sector
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Key Findings
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Public Practice

By Sector

By ACCA 
Status

Corporate Sector

Financial Services & Public Sectors
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